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Status of this Meno

This RFC is the first in a new sub-series of RFCs called FYls (For
Your Information). This nmeno provides information for the Internet
community. It does not specify any standard. Distribution of this
menmo is unlinted.

1. Introduction

The FYI series of notes is designed to provide Internet users with a
central repository of information about any topics which relate to
the Internet. FYls topics nay range from historical nenps on "Wy it
was was done this way" to answers to comonly asked operati onal
guesti ons.

The FYls are intended for a wi de audience. Some FYls will cater to
begi nners, while others will discuss nore advanced topics. An FYI

may be subnitted by anyone who has sonething to contribute and has

the tine to do so.

2. Wy RFGCs

There are several reasons why the FYls are part of the |larger RFC
series of notes. The fornost reason is that the distribution
mechani sms for RFCs are tried and true. Anyone who can get an RFC,
can automatically get an FYI. More inportantly, anyone who knows of
the RFC series, can easily find out about the FYls.

Anot her reason for naking FYls part of the RFC series is that the

mai nt ai nance nmechani sns for RFCs are already in place and funded. It
makes sense to nmaintain similar docunents is a simlar way. After
all, there have been informational RFCs before.

Finally, the name RFC has cone to carry a neaning with it. There is
credibility associated nmenbs carrying the RFC | abel. FYls should
share that respect.
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3.

For mat Rul es

Since the FYls are a part of the RFC series, they nust conformto
RFC- 1111 (Request for Comments on Request for Comments: Instructions
to RFC Authors) with respect to format. Ildeally, they should be
submitted in ASCII format, as described by section 2a, of RFC 1111

St at us St at enent

Each RFC nmust include on its first page the "Status of this Menp"
section which contains a paragraph describing the intention of the
RFC. This section is neant to convey the status granted by the RFC
Editor and the Internet Activities Board (1 AB). There are severa
reasons for publishing a neno as an RFC, for exanple, to nake
avai l abl e some information for interested people, or to begin or
continue a discussion of an interesting idea, or to make avail abl e
the specification of a protocol

For exanpl e:

This RFC is the first in a new sub-series of RFCs called FYls (For
Your Information). This neno provides information for the Internet
community. 1t does not specify any standard. Distribution of this
menmo is unlinted.

Di stri bution Statenent

Each FYl is to also include a "distribution statement”. As the
purpose of the FYl series is to dissemnate information, there is no
reason for the distribution to be anything other than "unlimted"
Typically, the distribution statenent will sinply be the sentence
"Distribution of this nenmo is unlinmited." appended to the "Status of
this Meno" section

Security Considerations

Al'l FYls nmust contain a section that discusses the security
consi derations of the procedures that are the nmain topic of the RFC

Aut hor’ s Addr ess
Each FYl nust have at the very end a section giving the author’s

address, including the nane and postal address, the tel ephone nunber,
and the Internet emmil address.
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8.

Rel ation to other FYls

Sonetinmes an FYl adds information on a topic discussed in a previous
FYl or conpletely replaces an earlier FYl. There are two ternms used
for these cases respectively, UPDATES and OBSOLETES. A docunent that
obsol etes an earlier document can stand on its own. A docunent that
nmerely updates an earlier docunent cannot stand on its own; it is
sonet hing that nust be added to or inserted into the existing
docunment, and has |imted useful ness independently.

UPDATES

To be used as a reference froma new itemthat cannot be used
alone (i.e., one that supplenments a previous docunent), to refer
to the previous docunment. The newer publication is a part that

wi || supplenment or be added on to the existing docunent; e.g., an
addendum or separate, extra information that is to be added to
the original docunent.

OBSCLETES
To be used to refer to an earlier docunment that is replaced by

this docunment. This docunent contains either revised informtion
or else all of the sane information plus sone new i nformation

however extensive or brief that newinformation is; i.e., this
docunent can be used al one, wi thout reference to the ol der
docunent .

OBSCOLETED- BY

To be used to refer to the newer docunent that replaces the ol der
docunent .

UPDATED- BY

To be used to refer to the newer docunent that adds information to
the existing, still useful, docunent.

The FYI Editors

Al'l FYls are submtted to the I ETF User Services Wrking Goup for
review prior to their subnmission to the RFC Editor

Submi ssi ons nay be nade to:

Mal ki n & Reynol ds [ Page 3]



RFC 1150 F.Y.l. on F.Y.I. March 1990

Joyce K. Reynol ds

Chair, User Services Wrking Goup
USC - Information Sciences Institute
4676 Admiralty Wy

Marina del Rey, California 90292-6695

Phone: (213) 822-1511
El ectronic mail: JKREY@ Sl . EDU
10. The FYl Announcenent Li st

New FYls are announced to the RFC distribution |ist nmaintained by the
SRI Network Information Center (NNC). Contact the SRI-NIC to be
added or deleted fromthis mailing list by sending an enail nessage
to RFC- REQUEST@NI C. DDN. M L.

11. Obtaining FYls

FYl's can be obtained via FTP from NIC.DDN. ML, with the pat hnane

FYl: nm TXT, or RFC. RFCnnnn. TXT (where "mmi refers to the nunber of
the FYlI and "nnnn" refers to the nunber of the RFC). Login with FTP,
user namre ANONYMOUS and password GUEST. The NI C al so provides an
automatic mail service for those sites which cannot use FTP. Address
the request to SERVICE@GNIC.DDN. ML and in the subject field of the
nessage indicate the FYl or RFC nunmber, as in "Subject: FYl nmi or
"Subj ect: RFC nnnn".

Security Considerations
Security issues are not discussed in this neno.
Aut hors’ Addr esses

Gary Scott Malkin

Proteon, Inc.

2 Technol ogy Drive

West borough, MA 01581-5008
Phone: (508) 898-2800

EMai | :  gmal ki n@r ot eon. com

Joyce K. Reynol ds

USC/ I nformati on Sciences Institute
4676 Admiralty Wy

Marina del Rey, CA 90292-6695
Phone: (213) 822-1511

EMail: jkrey@si.edu
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