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Di gest Message For mat
Status of this Meno

This meno describes the de facto standard Di gest Message Fornat.
This is an el ective experinmental protocol. Distribution of this neno
is unlimted.

Backgr ound

High traffic volune large mailing |lists began to appear on the net in
the m d-70s. The noderators of those |lists devel oped a di gest
message format to encl ose several nessages into one conposite nessage
for redistribution to the mailing |list addressees. This fornmat
reduces the mailer load in proportion to the nunber of nessages
contained within a digest nessage, and conserves network bandw dt h by
reduci ng the size of the headers of the encl osed nessages.

This RFC docunents the digest nmessage format so that others may
followthis format in creating (digestifying) and separating

(undi gestifying) digest nessages to maintain conmpatibility with the
prograns expecting this de facto standard. Any editorial functions
perforned at the discretion of a digest noderator, such as discarding
submi ssions, editing content to correct spelling and punctuation
errors, inserting comments, and reformatting paragraphs to conformto
wi dt h conventions are beyond the scope of this neno.

This meno describes the de facto standard D gest Message Format. It
is not neant to supersede nor replace the generic nessage
encapsul ati on fornat described in RFC 934. It nerely docunents a
particul ar nessage encapsul ati on fornat that existed well before RFC
934 was published and continues to be the format of choice for digest
nessages.

Descri ption
A di gest nessage is a conventional nessage consisting of a header and
body conforming to RFC 822 as clarified in RFC 1123. There is no
fixed size. Limtations may exist in internedi ate mail gateways
which restrict the size. The typical digest size is 15,000
characters.

The header of a digest nmessage should identify the digest in the
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Subj ect line by listnane, the key word, Digest, the vol une nunber
(usually a sequential nunber either starting at 1 or the last two
digits of the year and increnented by one starting with the first

i ssue of the next cal endar year), and an issue nunber starting at one
for the first issue of a new cal endar year

The body of a digest nessage nust consist of a Preanble, one or nore
encl osed nessages, and a Trailer.

The Preanbl e usually contains a table of contents consisting of the
subject line contents of the encl osed nessages, usually indented or
centered, and also may contain brief adnministrative or other
announcenents.

The Preanbl e nmust be separated fromthe renmai nder of the nmessage by a
line of 70 hyphens followed by a blank Iine.

Each encl osed nessage is a conventional nessage consisting of a
header and body, separated by a blank line. |If they exist in the
original message header, the following Iines nmust be retained as-is
in the reconstructed header: Date:, From, To:, Cc:, Subject:,
Message-1 D, and Keywords:, rearranged to appear in that order

Retai ning the Sunmary: line is optional. Lines include continuation
lines as defined in the RFCs. Al other header |ines should be

di scarded, especially Received lines. Al leading and trailing blank
I ines should be renbved fromthe nessage body. The nessage body nay
be scanned to replace with a blank the first character of any lines
of exactly and only 30 hyphens.

Each encl osed nessage nust be separated fromthe the renainder of the
di gest nessage by a blank line before and after a line of 30 hyphens.

The Trailer imediately follows the blank |ine of nessage separator
followi ng the I ast encl osed nessage. The Trailer consists of two
lines. The first line nust begin with the words, End of, followed by
the listnanme a blank and the word Di gest which is usually foll owed by
vol ume and issue nunber on the sane line. The second and last |ine
of the Trailer and the entire nessage is a line of asterisks serving
to underline the line inmmediately above it.

Exanpl e
The followi ng exanple serves as a tenplate for a digest nessage
conforming to this nmeno. It contains a header, and a body consisting

of a Preanble, two enclosed nessages, and a Trailer. fghn nmeans
Fully Qualified Host Nanme. The Date: lines are exanples only.
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Date: ddd, dd mmmyy hh: nmss zzz
From |istnanme- REQUEST@ ghn

Repl y-To: |istnane@ ghn

Subj ect: listname Digest Wy #nn
To: |istname@ ghn

i stnane Di gest ddd, dd mm yy Vol unme yy : |ssue
Today’ s Topi cs:

Message One Subj ect

Message Two Subj ect
Admi ni strivia:

Messages fromthe |ist noderator or nmintainer go here.

Date: ddd, dd mmmyy hh: nmss zzz
From Joe User <usernanme@ ghn>
Subj ect: Message One Subj ect

This is the message body of the first message.
Joe

Date: ddd, dd mmmyy hh: nmss zzz
From Jane User <usernane@ ghn>
Subj ect: Message Two Subj ect

This is the body of nmessage two.

Jane

End of listname Digest Wy |ssue #nn
EE IR I 2 bk S b O S R I S I S

1990

nn
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Security Considerations

Security issues are not discussed in this nmeno.
Aut hor’ s Addr ess

Frank J. Wancho

USAI SC- Whi t e Sands
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White Sands M ssil e Range, NM 88002-5506

Phone: (505) 678-3009
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