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Charter of the Internet Architecture Board (| AB)
Status of this Meno

This meno provides information for the Internet comunity. This neno
does not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of
this meno is unlinted.

Abstract

This meno docunents the conposition, selection, roles, and
organi zation of the Internet Architecture Board and its subsidiary
organi zati ons.

1. | AB Menbership

The Internet Architecture Board (1 AB) shall consist of 13 voting
menbers, conposed of the | ETF chair and 12 full nmenbers. The | ETF
chair, who is also the chair of the |ESG nmay vote on all official

| AB actions except the approval of |ESG nmenbers. Ex-officio nenbers
and a liaison fromthe I1ESG may al so attend | AB neetings but shal
have no vote on official actions.

Voting | AB nenbers shall serve for a termof two years, but may serve
any nunber of terns.

Menmbers of the I AB shall serve as individuals, and not as
representatives of any conpany, agency, or other organization

1.1 Selection of voting | AB nmenbers

Voting | AB nenbers shall be nom nated by the nominating conmittee
of the I ETF and appoi nted by an appropriate group. The 12 ful
menbers shall be approved by vote of the Board of Trustees of the
Internet Society (1SCC), while the | ETF chair shall be approved by
vote of the 12 full | AB menbers then sitting. Normally, six new
full menbers are nom nated each year

The |1 ETF nom nation conmittee is fornmed every year and consists of
a non-voting chair designated by the Internet Society and seven
menbers picked at random from a pool of volunteers. Any person
who took part in two | ETF neetings in the last two years may
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volunteer for this pool. The nomi nation conmittee al so includes
four non-voting liaison nenbers, one designated by each of the
Board of Trustees of the Internet Society, the | AB, the |ESG and
the I RSG

New | AB nenbers shall be sel ected each year to replace those whose
terns have expired or been vacated. The nonination committee
shall prepare a list containing at | east one candidate for each
open position, and present this list to the | SOC Board of

Trustees. The Board of Trustees will by a vote appoint |AB
menbers fromthe list of nomnees to fill the open positions.

There is no linmt to the nunber of ternms that a menber of the | AB
may serve. A nmenber that wi shes to be re-noninated at the end of
atermsinply notifies the nomnation comrttee. However, there
is no obligation for renom nation
1.2 Ex-Oficio Menbers

The I RSG chair and the RFC Editor shall be Ex-officio nenbers of
the 1AB, with no vote in official actions. An ex-officio position
may be held by a voting nmenber.

2. The Role of the | AB:

The 1 AB was chartered as a conponent of the Internet Society in June
of 1992. Its responsibilities under this charter include:

(a) IESG Sel ection

The | AB appoints a new | ETF chair and all other |ESG candi dates,
froma list provided by the | ETF nomi nating conmittee.

(b) Architectural Oversight

The | AB provi des oversight of the architecture for the protocols
and procedures used by the Internet.

(c) Standards Process Oversight and Appea

The 1 AB provi des oversight of the process used to create |nternet
St andar ds.

The | AB serves as an appeal board for conplaints of inproper
execution of the standards process.
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(d) RFC Series and | ANA

The 1AB is responsible for editorial nmanagenent and publication of
the Request for Comments (RFC) docunent series, and for
adm nistration of the various Internet assigned nunbers.

(e) External Liaison

The 1 AB acts as representative of the interests of the Internet
Society in liaison relationships with other organizations
concerned with standards and other technical and organi zationa
i ssues relevant to the world-w de |nternet.

(f) Advice to | SCC

The 1 AB acts as a source of advice and gui dance to the Board of
Trustees and Oficers of the Internet Society concerning
technical, architectural, procedural, and (where appropriate)
policy matters pertaining to the Internet and its enabling

t echnol ogi es.

The following is an expanded di scussion of these | AB functions.
2.1 | ESG Sel ection

Menmbers of the | ESG are nominated for a period of two years by the
| ETF nomination conmrittee, and are appointed by approval fromthe
| AB. The committee shall select at |east one nom nee for each
vacant | ESG position, i.e., chair of the IESG or chair of a
specific area. The nom nation conmittee may present severa

candi dates for an avail able position, in which case the |AB wll
sel ect one of the noninees for that position

The noni nating committee shall present the I ESG nom nation list to
the 1AB for approval. Wthin two weeks of receiving the list, the
| AB shal |l approve or disapprove of the nom nations, by voting
anong the full nmenbers of the |AB. At least 8 affirmative votes,
and no nore than one negative vote, are required to approve an

| ESG appoi nt nent .

Should the I AB fail to approve a particular nom nation, the

nom nation conmittee shall present a new nomi nation for that
position. Should this process fail to converge rapidly, the
sitting IESGis permitted to make a tenporary appoi ntnent to one
of their own positions whenever there is no | AB-sel ected person
with an unexpired termfilling that slot.
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2.2 Architectural oversight

A major role of the IABis long range planning. The IABis
expected to "pay attention" to inportant long-termissues in the
Internet, and to nmake sure that these issues are brought to the
attention of the group(s) that are in a position to address them
It is also expected to play a role in assuring that the people
responsi ble for evolving the Internet and its technol ogy are aware
of the essential elements of the Internet architecture.

When a new | ETF working group is proposed, the IESGw Il forward a
prelimnary version of the charter to the I AB for review of
architectural consistency and integrity. The |IAB shall review

t hese proposed charters and give feedback to the | ESG as

appropri ate.

Pursuant to the architectural oversight function, the | AB sponsors
and organi zes the Internet Research Task Force (I RTF).

On occasion, the AB will convene panels to performin-depth
reviews of particular architectural issue. Such reviews may

i ncl ude consideration of relevant | ETF Wrking Goup activities,
and for this purpose the panel may invite presentations by
qualified parties on the design goals and decisions, technol ogy
choi ces, and other pertinent aspects of these IETF activities.
The results of such a reviewwill be a report which may give
advice to the comunity and the | ESG

The 1 AB may organi ze ad hoc bodi es of independent technica
experts to adjudi cate technical disputes.

2.3 Standards Process Oversight and Appea

The devel opnent, review, and approval of Internet Standards is the
responsibility of the Internet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG
of the Internet Engineering Task Force (I ETF). The standards
process executed by the IESG is established and docunented by the
I AB, in consultation with the I ESG and with the concurrence of the
| ETF.

2.4 RFC Series and Assi gned Nunbers

The RFC series constitutes the archival publication channel for
Internet Standards and for other contributions by the |nternet
research and engi neering conmunity. The |AB shall select an RFC
Editor, who shall be responsible for the editorial managenent and
publication of the RFC series.
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The 1 AB shall al so designate an Internet Assigned Numbers

Aut hority (1 ANA) to administer the assignnent of Internet protoco
numbers.

2.5 External Liaison

The 1AB is responsible for relationships between the Internet
techni cal groups working under the auspices of |SOC and ot her
interested parties such as the US Federal Networking Counci
(FNC); various organs of the European Comm ssion (EC); the
Coordi nating Committee for Intercontinental Research Networking
(CC RN); standards bodi es such as the International O ganization
for Standardi zation (1SO, the International Electrotechnica
Commi ssion (1EC), and the International Tel econmunication Union
(I TY; and other professional societies such as the Institute of
El ectrical and El ectronic Engineers (I EEE) and the Association for
Conmput i ng Machi nery (ACM.

2.6 Advice to | SCC

The 1 AB may convene panel s of know edgeabl e peopl e, hold hearings,
and ot herw se pursue the investigation of specific questions or
topics presented to it by the Internet Society.

3. | AB Organi zation
3.1 I AB chair

The nenbers of the | AB shall select one of its full nenbers to
serve as the chair of the IAB, with all of the duties and
responsibilities normally associated with such a position. The
termof the I AB chair shall be one year, with no restriction on
renewal . The chair of the | AB may be renoved at any tinme by the
affirmati ve vote of two-thirds of the nenbers of the I1AB, or as a
result of his or her departure fromthe | AB.

The chair of the I AB shall have the authority to organi ze the | AB.
3.2 Executive Director

The chair of the 1AB hall have the authority to appoint or renove

an Executive Director (ExecD). The ExecD shall adm nister the

internal operation of the I1AB, e.g., organization of conferences
and neetings and reporting of their results.

The ExecD may be chosen anong the full | AB nmenbers with voting
rights; otherw se, the ExecD shall be an ex-officio non-voting
nenber .
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3.3 Selection of the I RSG chair

The chair of the 1 AB shall have the authority to appoint or renove
the chair of the Internet Research Steering Goup (IRSG. The

| RSG chair shall be responsible for the managenent and

organi zation of the |IRSG

The | RSG chair may be chosen anong the full | AB menber with voting
rights; otherwi se, the I RSG chair shall be an ex-officio non-
voti ng menber.

3.4 Liaisons

The chair of the I AB and another | AB nenber, to be selected by the
chair, shall serve as liaisons to the IESG The selected liaison
may be a full menber or an ex-officio nenber.

In addition, the ESG will appoint one of its nmenbers to serve as
aliaison to the |AB. The IESG liaison may attend | AB neetings
but shall have no vote.
Security Considerations
Security issues are not discussed in this neno.
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