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1. Abstract

This RFC is nmeant to represent a guideline by which the I ETF
conferences may run nore effeciently with regards to identification
and security protocols, with specific attention paid to a particul ar
sub-group within the IETF: "facial hairius extrems"

This docunent will shed further illumination on these problenms and
provi de sone possible solutions.

This meno provides entertainnent for the Internet comunity. |t does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind, but is rather
unstandard, actually. Please |augh |oud and hard.

2. Introduction

It has cone to the attention of THEY [1] that a certain "facia
hairius extrenesis" of the male variety of the species "hono sapien"
of the sub-culture "conputeris extrordinarisis" have overrun the | ETF
conferences and thus led to the break-down of many identification and
saf ety protocols.

3. Per Capita (Anecdotal) Evidence

Whil e coll ecting research about the sub-group "facial hairius
extrem s" (FHE), it was noted that the per capita appearance of FHEs
at | ETFs was largely disproportional with the existence of FHES in
the world-at-large. |In fact, the existence of facial hair at al
within the IETF community is extraordinarily comon anong the males
of the group. Apart from ZZ-Top and WAF Westling, it is not
possible to find nore facial hair within any occupational group. In
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this author’s own experience the average anount of nmen with |ong-term
facial hair is less than 20% Long-termversus short-termfacia

hair is a very inportant distinction as short-termfacial hair, also
known as the tenporary illness "goatee universitis" (which synptons
range fromfull goatees to the |ess popul ar chin-goatee) is a comon
affliction for university-based males. Per capita (tenporary) facial
hair can go as high as 40% However, anong the males of the | ETF the
per capita long-termfacial hair is as high as 60%[2].

Ordinarily, this abundance of |ong-term FHE woul d not require that an
RFC be witten. However, increasingly there have been issues
regarding nistaken identification. For security purposes as well as
ease of identification, this RFC will serve to clarify these issues
and hopefully provide a solution for them

4. M staken ldentification Syndrome (or "Are you --jon. or Scott?")

| was speaking to a very well-known network researcher, 1’1l call him
--jon., who tells ne that he is often nistaken for a SOBbi ng Harvard
person. --jon. says, "People tell soneone to |ook for me or him and

say that |'’mabout so-tall with a big white beard, and suddenly
people are conming up to me and saying, 'H Scott’ and he often tells
me that he is mstakenly hailed as, "--jon.”. Oten the nistake is
made sol ely on the appearance of our facial hair."

Anot her story --jon. told nme is that once a wonman cal | ed | ooki ng for
a conputer researcher but only having a first nane and physica
description. The receiptionist asked for the description and the
woman said she was | ooking for an ol der Caucasian man with a beard.
The receptionist reportedly blurted out, "they all have beards!!!!"

On a nore personal note, two researchers who were both enpl oyed at
USC/ I SI shaved their very fanous facial hair and were both
unrecogni zable to friends and co-workers alike. If it weren't for
B.M’'s Gateful Dead T-shirts and | ack of shoes, or RV.M’'s voice
woul d have never recogni zed t hem

5. Security Considerations

It is obvious to this researcher that facial hair of any variety is a
very recogni zabl e characteristic. 1ndeed, when giving a description
of a nmale who has facial hair, it is always one of the first
characteristics given. Odinarily this would not be a problem since
facial hair in the world at large is below 20% However, when used
as a description at |ETFs, disaster can insue.
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6. Sol utions

There are two parts to nmy proposed solution: the role of the seeker
and the role of the FHE

For those who are seeking a FHE of known identity:
-It is inportant to recognize these nmen as individuals.

Just because a man has the facial hair you are |ooking for,

pl ease stop to inquire if you have the correct person. Think
of what a blowit is to a person’s ego to be constantly

m si dentified, and think of how annoying it is to be hailed by
soneone across a crowded | ETF room and they are yelling the
WRONG NAME. So renenber to | ook, identify, and ask BEFORE you
begin ranmbli ng on about sone Internet stuff.

For the FHE
-G ve proper signals when being sought.

I f soneone nistakenly calls you the wong nane, do not |ose
heart. Count to 10 and commonly reply, "You nust have m st aken
me for so-and-so, | amnot that person.", and wal k away. Al so,
if sonmeone calls you fromacross a room raise your your arm
smle and wave vigorously in affirmation or raise your arm
shake your head and give thema sign that you are not who they
are looking for. As an FHE it is part of your responsibility
to understand that facial hair is an extrenely identifiable
physi cal characteristic. Understand that non- FHE peopl e do not
mean any harm

7. Concl usion
In closing, | hope you found this RFC worthwhile and that it raised
sonme interesting points. | also hope that | was able to further the
cause of FHE and to nake everyone's life a little bit easier. ;%)
8. References
[1] THEY
THEY, "We Who Everyone Quotes But Doesn’'t Know Wo W Are", Pop
Cul ture, April 1998.
[2] 60% of | ETF nmen have facial hair

A. Ranps, "Damm, A Lot O Men Here Have Facial Hair", ISl Talk,
Sept ember 1997.

Ranos I nf or mat i onal [ Page 3]



RFC 2323 | ETF Identification and Security Cuidelines 1 April 1998

9.

10.

Acknowl edgenent s

I would Iike to thank the nen of ISl who inspired ne to wite this

RFC. | hope that ny work will nmake life easier for you, and that the
cases of mstaken identity will not be as common in the future
because of this RFC. | understand your plight and feel for you.

Good | uck.

Thanks to ny life partner, Martin, who's reoccuring affliction of
goatee universitis is a constant source of joy for ne.

Aut hor’ s Addr ess

Al egre Ranops

usc/ 1 sl

4676 Admralty Way #1001
Mari na del Rey, CA 90292

Phone: 310-822-1511 x153
EMail : ranos@si . edu

Ranos I nf or mat i onal [ Page 4]



RFC 2323 | ETF Identification and Security Cuidelines 1 April 1998

11. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (1998). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, w thout restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages other than
Engl i sh.

The linited perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.
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