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Status of this Meno

Thi s docunent specifies an Internet Best Current Practices for the

Internet Conmunity, and requests discussion and suggestions for

i nprovenents. Distribution of this neno is unlimted.
Copyright Notice
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Abstract

This meno docunents the conposition, selection, roles, and

organi zation of the Internet Architecture Board. It replaces RFC

1601.

Tabl e of Contents:

1. 1TAB Mermbership. ... 2
1.1 Selection of full IAB nenmbers........ ... ... .. 2
1.2 Ex-Oficio and Liaison menmbers......... ... .. ... 2
2 The Role of the IAB. ... ... . . e 3
2.1 Architectural oversight in nmore detail...................... 4
3. TAB Organi zati ON. .. ... 5
3.1 LAB Chai I 5
3.2 Executive DireCtor. . ... .. 5
3.3 Selection of the IRTF chair........... ... . ... . .. ... ... 5
3.4 Liaisons within the TETF. ... ... .. .. . . . . . . . ... 5
3.5 Decision taking. ..... ... 6
3.6 Openness and confidentiality.......... ... .. ... . ... . . ... ... 6
Security Considerati ONS. . ... .. i e 6
Summary of Changes fromRFC 1601............ ... .. ... 6
Ref Br @NCES. . . . e 7
Aut hor’ s Addr eSS. . . .. 7
Ful | Copyright Statement........... ... . ... i, 8

| AB Best Current Practice [ Page 1]



RFC 2850 | AB Charter May 2000

1

| AB Menber ship

The Internet Architecture Board (I AB) shall consist of thirteen ful
menbers, conposed of the chair of the Internet Engi neering Task Force
(IETF), and of twelve sitting nenbers. The IETF chair, who is al so
the chair of the Internet Engineering Steering Goup (lIESG, nmay
participate in all official | AB actions except the approval of |ESG
menbers and appeal s agai nst | ESG deci sions. Ex-officio and |iaison
menbers of the I AB nay al so attend | AB neetings but shall not
participate in determ nation of official actions.

Menbers of the | AB shall serve as individuals, and not as
representatives of any conpany, agency, or other organization
Menmbers of the | AB shall owe no fiduciary duty of loyalty or care to
| AB, |ETF, IRTF or |ESG

1.1 Selection of full |AB nenbers

Full | AB nenbers, including the IETF chair, are selected and

appoi nted according to the procedures defined in [BCP 10] . Normally,
six sitting nenbers are appointed each year to sit for tw years, and
the I ETF chair is appointed every two years.

There is no linmt to the nunber of terns that a nenber of the | AB may
serve, subject to the process defined by [BCP 10].

M d-term vacancies are filled as defined in [BCP 10] and do not
affect the | AB's power to take decisions.

1.2 Ex-Oficio and Liai son nenbers

Ex-of ficio and |iaison nenbers of the | AB have no standing to
participate in | AB decisions but are expected to participate in | AB
di scussions as appropriate to their roles. However, an ex-officio
position may be held by a full nenber, who does not thereby lose his
or her standing to participate in | AB deci sions.

The chair of the Internet Research Task Force (IRTF) is an ex-officio
menber of the | AB. The | AB has an Executive Director who is an ex-
of ficio nmenber of the | AB.

The Internet Society, the RFC Editor, the | ANA and the | ESG each
appoints a liaison nenber to the |1 AB. These liaison positions may not
be held by a full nenber of the | AB.

Vacancies in the liaison and ex officio positions do not affect the
| AB's power to take deci sions.
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2.

The Role of the | AB

The IAB is chartered both as a conmittee of the | ETF and as an
advi sory body of the Internet Society. |Its responsibilities include:

(a) | ESG Appoi nt nent

The | ETF nomi nating conmittee established under [BCP 10] annually
provides a list of candidates for vacant | ESG seats and for the | ETF
Chair if vacant. The | AB revi ews the candi dates, consenting to sone,
all, or none.

(b) Architectural Oversight

The | AB provi des oversight of the architecture for the protocols and
procedures used by the Internet. This point is expanded in Section
2.1 bel ow

(c) Standards Process Oversight and Appea

The |1 AB provi des oversight of the process used to create |nternet
St andards [BCP 9].

The | AB serves as an appeal board for conplaints of inproper
execution of the standards process, with powers defined in [BCP 9].

(d) RFC Series and | ANA

The RFC Editor executes editorial managenent and publication of the
| ETF "Request for Comment" (RFC) docunent series, which is the

per manent document repository of the IETF. The RFC series
constitutes the archival publication channel for Internet Standards
and for other contributions by the Internet research and engi neering
community. RFCs are available free of charge to anyone via the
Internet. The | AB nust approve the appointnent of an organi zation to
act as RFC Editor and the general policy followed by the RFC Editor.

The Internet Assigned Nunbers Authority (1ANA) adninisters various
protocol paraneters used by | ETF protocols, delegating this

adm ni stration as appropriate. The | AB nust approve the appoi nt ment
of an organi zation to act as | ANA on behalf of the IETF. The | ANA
takes technical direction on | ETF protocols fromthe |IESG

(e) 1SCC Liaison
The 1 AB acts as a source of advice and gui dance to the Board of

Trustees and O ficers of the Internet Society concerning technical
architectural, procedural, and (where appropriate) policy matters
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pertaining to the Internet and its enabling technologies. If
necessary the | AB may convene panels of know edgeabl e people, hold
heari ngs, and otherw se pursue the investigation of specific
guestions or topics presented to it by the Internet Society.

(f) External Liaison

The 1 AB acts as representative of the interests of the | ETF and the
Internet Society in technical liaison relationships with other

organi zati ons concerned with standards and ot her technical and

organi zational issues relevant to the world-w de Internet. Liaisons
are kept as infornmal as possible and nust be of denonstrable value in
i mproving the quality of | ETF specifications. |Individual nenbers of
the | ETF are appointed as |iaisons to other organizations by the | AB
or | ESG as appropriate.

2.1 Architectural oversight in nore detai

A major role of the IAB is long range planning and coordi nation
between different areas of | ETF activity. The 1AB, both collectively
and on an individual basis, is expected to pay attention to inportant
long-termissues in the Internet, and to nake sure that these issues
are brought to the attention of the group(s) that are in a position
to address them It is also expected to play a role in assuring that
t he peopl e responsible for evolving the Internet and its technol ogy
are aware of the essential elenents of the Internet architecture.

| AB nenmbers pay special attention to enmerging activities in the |ETF
and to "Birds of a Feather"” sessions at | ETF neetings. The |AB
assists the 1ESG in evaluating such activities and in deternining
whether an | ETF or an I RTF group is nore appropriate. Wen a new

| ETF working group is proposed, the IESGw Il forward a prelimnmnary
version of the charter to the 1AB for review of architectura

consi stency and integrity. The | AB shall review these proposed
charters and gi ve feedback to the | ESG as appropriate.

Pursuant to the architectural oversight function, the | AB sponsors
and organi zes the Internet Research Task Force (IRTF) [BCP 8]. The
| AB revi ews proposed | RTF groups.

The 1AB will convene invitational workshops to performin-depth
reviews of particular architectural issues. Such reviews nay include
consi deration of relevant | ETF and | RTF activities, and of work in

ot her organizations, and for this purpose the workshop rmay invite
presentations by qualified parties on the design goals and deci sions,
technol ogy choi ces, and other pertinent aspects of these activities.
The results of such a revieww Il be a report which may gi ve advice
to the I ETF conmunity and the | ESG
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The 1 AB may organi ze ad hoc bodi es of independent technical experts
to adjudi cate technical disputes

3. I AB Organization
3.1 I AB chair

The menbers of the | AB shall select one of its full menbers to serve
as the chair of the 1AB, with all of the duties and responsibilities
normal |y associated with such a position. The termof the | AB chair
shall be one year, with no restriction on renewal. The chair of the
| AB nay be renoved at any tinme by the affirmati ve vote of two-thirds
of the nenbers of the IAB, or as a result of his or her departure
fromthe | AB.

The chair of the 1 AB shall have the authority to manage the
activities and neetings of the | AB.

3.2 Executive Director

The chair of the 1 AB shall have the authority to appoint an honorary
Executive Director (ExecD) for a one-year renewable term and to
renove himor her. The ExecD shall adm nister the internal operation
of the 1AB, e.g., organization of neetings and reporting of their
results.

The ExecD is an ex-officio nenber as defined in Section 1. 2.
3.3 Selection of the IRTF chair

The 1 AB shall have the authority to appoint the chair of the Internet
Research Task Force (I RTF) for a two-year renewable term and to
renove himor her. The I RTF chair shall be responsible for the
managenent and organi zation of the |RTF according to [BCP 8].

The | RTF chair is an ex-officio menber as defined in Section 1.2.

3.4 Liaisons within the | ETF
The chair of the 1 AB and another full |AB nenber (other than the | ETF
chair), to be selected by the | AB, shall serve as liaisons to the
IESG. In addition, the |ESG will appoint one of its nenbers (other
than the IETF chair) to serve as a liaison to the | AB. The | ESG
liaison may attend | AB neetings.

Vacancies in these |liaison seats have no effect on the |AB's or the
| ESG s powers to nmake deci sions
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3.5 Decision taking

The 1 AB attenpts to reach all decisions unaninously. |f unaninity
cannot be achieved, the chair may conduct informal polls to determnne
consensus. The | AB may nmake deci sions and take action if at |east
seven full menbers concur and there are no nore than two di ssents.

The 1 AB may reach decisions by face to face neeting, tel econference,
I nternet conmuni cati on, or any conbination of the above.

3.6 Openness and confidentiality

The |1 AB publishes minutes of all its neetings on the Internet, and
conducts an open neeting at every |ETF neeting. It publishes all its
findings as RFCs, Internet Drafts or nessages to the | ETF nailing
list. However, discussion of personnel matters and possibly | egal and
financial matters may sonetinmes be required to be kept confidential
and the chair may, with the consent of the full nenbers, exclude
Iiaison and ex officio nenbers from such di scussions.

Specifically, the | AB nakes use of the second | evel donmain iab.org
and the URL http://ww.iab.org to publish information

Security Considerations
This meno does not raise any known security threats.
Summary of Changes from RFC 1601
Thi s docunent replaces [RFC 1601]. The princi pal change is the
renoval of material now covered in [BCP 8], [BCP 9] and [BCP 10],
with many consequent editorial changes. Additional changes are:
- description of decision maki ng when unanimty cannot be achieved
- note on openness and confidentiality
- addition of liaison seats for the Internet Society and the | ANA

- revised text concerning the | ANA and the RFC Editor
- clarifications followi ng | egal review
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Ful

Ack
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| Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2000). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, w thout restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages other than
Engl i sh.

The linited perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.

now edgemnent

Funding for the RFC Editor function is currently provided by the
I nternet Society.
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