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Abstract

Thi s docunent describes a URN (Uni form Resource Nane) nanespace that
i s engineered by the Organization for the Advancenent of Structured
I nformation Standards (QASIS) for nam ng persistent resources
published by OASI S (such as OASI S Standards, XM (Extensible Mrkup
Language) Document Type Definitions, XM. Schemas, Nanespaces,

Styl esheets, and ot her docunents).

1. Introduction

The Organi zation for the Advancenent of Structured |Information
Standards (QASIS) produces nmany kinds of docunents: specifications
wor ki ng drafts, technical resolutions, schenmas, stylesheets, etc.

QASI S wi shes to provide global, distributed, persistent, |ocation-
i ndependent names for these resources.

The Extensible Markup Language (XM.) requires that all resources
provide a systemidentifier, which nust be a URI, in addition to an
optional public identifier (which provides an alternate nechanismfor
constructing identifiers) and nany evol ving specifications require
authors to identify docunments by URI alone (XM. Nanespaces, XM
Schema, XSLT, etc.).

Motivated by these observations, OASIS would Iike to assign URNs to

sonme resources in order to retain uni que, pernmanent |ocation-
i ndependent nanmes for them

Best & Wal sh I nf or mat i onal [ Page 1]



RFC 3121 A URN Nanespace for QASI S June 2001

Thi s nanespace specification is for a fornmal nanespace.
2. Specification Tenpl ate
Namespace |D:
"oasi s" requested.
Regi stration I nfornation:

Regi stration Version Number: 3
Regi stration Date: 2001-02-05

Decl ared regi strant of the nanespace:

Karl Best

QASI S - Organi zation for the Advancement of Structured
I nformati on St andar ds

Post O fice Box 455

Billerica, MA USA 01821

Phone: +1 (978) 667 5115
Decl arati on of structure:

The Nanespace Specific String (NSS) of all URNs assigned by QASI S
wi Il have the follow ng hierarchical structure:

There are two branches at the top of the hierarchy: "nanes" and
"menmber " .

The Nanes Hi erarchy

The NSS in the nanmes hierarchy begins with a docunent class
identifier. There are three classes of identifiers:

"specification", "tc", and "technical".

Speci fications
The "specification" hierarchy is for QASIS Specifications. The
general structure of the NSS in the specification hierarchy has
the form

urn: oasi s: nanes: speci fi cati on: {speci fication-id}
:{type}{: subtype}?: {docunent -i d}
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where "specification-id" is a unique identifier for the
specification, "type" identifies the docunent type (docunent,
schemn, stylesheet, entity, xmins, etc.), the optiona
"subtype" provides additional information about the docunent
type (for exanple, stylesheet or schema | anguage), and
"docunent-id" is a unique identifier for the docunent.

The Director of Technical Operations at OASI S assigns docunent
types, subtypes, and all unique identifiers.

Technical Conmttee Wrk Products

The "tc" hierarchy is for work products of OASIS Techni cal
Committees. The general structure of the NSSin the tc
hi erarchy has the form

urn:oasis:nanes:tc:{tc-id}:{type}{: subtype}?: {docunent-i d}

where "tc-id" is a unique identifier for the Technica
Committee, and the remaining fields are assigned as per the
speci fication hierarchy.

Techni cal Papers

The "technical" hierarchy identifies | egacy docunents
(Techni cal Notes, Resolutions, Menoranda, and Research Papers).
The general structure of the NSS in the "technical" hierarchies
has the form

urn: oasi s: nanes: t echni cal : { docunent -t ype}
: {docunent -i d}: {anendnent -i d}

The docunent type is one of the follow ng: "note"
"resolution", "menorandunm, or "researchpaper".

The docunment and anendnent identifiers are derived fromthe

| egacy system for nam ng these docunments. The docunent
identifier consists of a two digit year and a sequentia
nunmber, the amendnent identifier is the year of the amendnent.

The Menbers Hierarchy
The NSS in the nenbers hierarchy begins with a uni que nenber
identifier assigned by OASIS. The string follow ng the nenber
identifier is opaque. For exanple:

ur n: oasi s: menber : A00024: x
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The menber identifiers will be assigned by The Director of
Techni cal COperations at OASIS. The opaque string is defined by
the owner of the branch that begins with
"urn:oasis: menber: {menber-id}:".
Rel evant ancillary docunentation
None
I dentifier uniqueness considerations:
I dentifier uniqueness will be enforced by the Director of
Techni cal Qperations who assigns unique identifiers to al
document s identified by URN

Identifier persistence considerations:

OASIS is comitted to naintaining the accessibility and
persi stence of all the resources that are assigned URNs.

Process of identifier assignnent:
Assignnent is limted to the owner and those authorities that are
specifically designated by the owner. QASIS will assign portions
of its nanespace (specifically, those under the nenbers hierarchy)
for assignnment by other parties.

Process of identifier resolution
The owner will distribute catal ogs (OASIS TR9401 Catal ogs) that
map the assigned URNs to resource identifiers (e.g., URLs). A
nore interactive, online resolution systemwll also be depl oyed
in the near future

The owner will authorize additional resolution services as
appropri ate.

Rul es for Lexical Equival ence:
URNs are lexically equivalent if they are lexically identical
Conf ormance with URN Synt ax:

No special considerations.
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Val i dati on nechani sm

None specified. The owner will publish OASIS TR9401 Cat al ogs.
The presence of a URNin a catalog indicates that it is valid.

Scope:
d oba
3. Exanpl es
The followi ng exanpl es are not guaranteed to be real. They are
listed for pedagogical reasons only.
urn: oasi s: nanes: speci fi cati on: docbook: dtd: xm :4.1.2
urn: oasi s: names: t c: docbook: dt d: xnl : docbook: 5. Obl
urn: oasi s: nanes: t echni cal : neno: 9502: 1995
ur n: oasi s: menber: A00024: x
4. Security Considerations

There are no additional security considerations other than those
normal |y associated with the use and resolution of URNs in general.
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2001). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, w thout restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages other than
Engl i sh.

The linited perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.
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