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This docunent specifies an Internet standards track protocol for the
Internet conmmunity, and requests discussion and suggestions for

i mprovenents. Please refer to the current edition of the "Internet
O ficial Protocol Standards" (STD 1) for the standardi zati on state
and status of this protocol. Distribution of this neno is unlimted.
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Abstract

On ennil systens that allow for "subaddressing" or "detail ed
addressing" (e.g., "ken+sieve@xanple.org"), it is sonetines
desirable to nmake conpari sons agai nst these sub-parts of addresses.
Thi s docunent defines an extension to the Sieve mail filtering

| anguage that allows users to conpare against the user and detai
parts of an address.
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I ntroduction

Subaddressing is the practice of appending sone "detail" information
to the local-part of an [IMAIL] address to indicate that the nessage
shoul d be delivered to the mail box specified by the "detail"

information. The "detail" information is prefixed with a specia
"separator character" (typically "+") which forns the boundary
bet ween the "user" (original local-part) and the "detail" sub-parts

of the address, much like the "@ character fornms the boundary
bet ween the | ocal -part and domai n.

Typi cal uses of subaddressing nmght be:

- A nessage addressed to "ken+si eve@xanple.org" is delivered into a
mai | box called "sieve" belonging to the user "ken"

- A nmessage addressed to "5551212#123@xanple.org" is delivered to
the voice mail box nunber "123" at phone nunber "5551212"

Thi s docunent describes an extension to the Sieve | anguage defined by
[ SIEVE] for conparing against the "user" and "detail" sub-parts of an
addr ess.

Conventions for notations are as in [SIEVE] section 1.1, including
use of [ KEYWORDS].

Capability ldentifier

The capability string associated with the extension defined in this
docunent is "subaddress".

Subaddr ess Conpari sons
Commands that act exclusively on addresses nay take the optiona

tagged argunents ":user"” and ":detail" to specify what sub-part of
the |l ocal -part of the address will be acted upon

NOTE: In nost cases, the envelope "to" address is the preferred
address to exanine for subaddress information when the desire is to
sort messages based on how they were addressed so as to get to a
specific recipient. The envel ope address is, after all, the reason a
gi ven nessage i s being processed by a given sieve script for a given
user. This is particularly true when mailing lists, aliases, and
"virtual domains" are involved since the envel ope may be the only
source of detail information for the specific recipient.
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The ":user" argunent specifies that sub-part of the local-part which

lies to the left of the separator character (e.g., "ken" in

"ken+si eve@xanpl e.org"). |If no separator character exists, then
":user" specifies the entire left-side of the address (equivalent to
":local part").

The ":detail" argument specifies that sub-part of the |ocal-part
which lies to the right of the separator character (e.g., "sieve" in
"ken+si eve@xanpl e.org"). |If no separator character exists, the test
evaluates to false. |If nothing lies to the right of the separator
character, then ":detail” ":is" the null key (""). Oherw se, the
":detail" sub-part contains the null key.

| mpl ement ati ons MUST make sure that the separator character nmatches
that which is used and/or allowed by the enconpassing nail system

ot herwi se unexpected results mght occur. |nplenentations SHOULD
all ow the separator character to be configurable so that they may be
used with a variety of nail systens. Note that the nmechani sns used
to define and/or query the separator character used by the nail
system are outside the scope of this docunent.

The ":user" and ":detail" address parts are subject to the sanme rules
and restrictions as the standard address parts defined in [SIEVE].

For conveni ence, the "ADDRESS- PART" syntax el ement defined in [S|EVE]
i s augnented here as foll ows:

ADDRESS- PART =/ ":user" [/ ":detail"

A di agram showi ng t he ADDRESS- PARTs of a email address utilizing a
separator character of '+ is shown bel ow

‘1 ocal - part
Exanpl e:
requi re "subaddress"

# File mailing list messages (subscribed as "ken+mta-filters").

if envel ope :detail "to" "nta-filters" {
fileinto "inbox.ietf-nta-filters"
}
# If a message is not to ne (ignoring +detail), junk it.
if not allof (address :user ["to", "cc", "bcc"] "ken"
address :domain ["to", "cc", "bcc"] "exanple.org") {
di scard
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}

# Redirect all nmail sent to +foo.
i f envel ope :detail ["to", "cc", "bcc"] "foo" {
redirect "ken@xanpl e. edu”;

}

4. Security Considerations

Security considerations are discussed in [SIEVE]. It is believed
that this extension does not introduce any additional security
concerns.

5. | ANA Consi derations

The followi ng tenplate specifies the | ANA registration of the Sieve
extension specified in this docunent:

To: iana@ ana.org
Subj ect: Registration of new Sieve extension

Capability name: subaddress

Capability keyword: subaddress

Capability arguments: N A

St andards Track/ RFC 3598

Person and enmi|l address to contact for further informtion:

Kennet h Mur chi son
ken@ceana. com

This informati on has been added to the list of sieve extensions given
on http://ww.iana.org/assi gnment s/ si eve- ext ensi ons.
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Intellectual Property Statenent

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
intellectual property or other rights that mght be clainmed to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunent or the extent to which any |license under such rights

m ght or might not be available; neither does it represent that it
has made any effort to identify any such rights. [Information on the
| ETF' s procedures with respect to rights in standards-track and
standards-rel ated docunentation can be found in BCP-11. Copi es of
clains of rights nade available for publication and any assurances of
licenses to be nade available, or the result of an attenpt nmade to
obtain a general |icense or permission for the use of such
proprietary rights by inplenentors or users of this specification can
be obtained fromthe | ETF Secretari at.

The 1ETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights which nmay cover technol ogy that nay be required to practice
this standard. Please address the infornation to the | ETF Executive
Director.

Aut hor’ s Address
Kennet h Mur chi son
Cceana Matrix Ltd.

21 Princeton Place
Orchard Park, NY 14127

EMui | : ken@ceana. com
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10. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2003). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, w thout restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages other than
Engl i sh.

The linited perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assignees.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.
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