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Advice to the Trustees of the | ETF Trust
on Rights to Be Granted in | ETF Docunents

Status of This Meno

This meno provides infornmation for the Internet conmunity. It does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

Copyright Notice

Copyright (c) 2008 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
document authors. All rights reserved.

This docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunent. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this document.

Abstract

Contributors grant intellectual property rights to the |ETF. The

| ETF Trust hol ds and nanages those rights on behalf of the |ETF. The
Trustees of the | ETF Trust are responsible for that managenent. This
managenent includes granting the licenses to copy, inplenent, and
otherw se use | ETF Contributions, anong themlInternet-Drafts and
RFCs. The Trustees of the | ETF Trust accepts direction fromthe | ETF
regarding the rights to be granted. This docunent describes the
desires of the | ETF regarding outbound rights to be granted in | ETF
Cont ri buti ons.
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1. Introduction

Under the current operational and adm nistrative structures, |ETF
intellectual property rights are vested in the |IETF Trust
adm ni stered by a board of trustees made up of the nenbers of the
| ACC [ RFC4371]. This includes the right to nmake use of |ETF
Contributions, as granted by Contributors under the rules laid out

for defining the rights to copy granted by the | ETF to people who
wi sh to nake use of the nmaterial in these docunents

For consistency and clarity, this docunent uses the sanme term nol ogy

laid out in [ RFC5378] and uses the sane neani ngs as defined in that
docunent .

The |1 ETF Trust, by way of its Trustees, has indicated, as is
consistent with the IETF structure, that it will respect the w shes
of the IETF in regard to what these granted rights ought to be. It
is therefore the |ETF s responsibility to articulate those w shes.

Thi s docunent represents the wi shes of the I ETF regarding the rights

granted to all users in regard to | ETF Contributions, until it is
super seded.

2. Purpose in Ganting Rights

In providing a description of the wishes of the I|ETF with regard to

rights granted in RFCs, it is helpful to keep in nmind the purpose of

granting such rights.

GQOabrhwWNN
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in
[ RFC5378]. The Trustees of the IETF Trust are therefore responsible
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The mission of the |ETF is to produce docunents that nake the
Internet work better (see [ RFC3935] for nore details). These
docunents, when conpl eted, are published as RFCs.

An inmportant subclass of RFCs is standards describing protocols; for
these, the prinmary value to the Internet is the ability of

i mpl enentors to build solutions (products, software, etc.) that

i nteroperate using these standards. Hence, the | ETF has a strong
interest in seeing accurate, interoperable inplenentations of the
material the | ETF publishes. The IETF Trust grants rights to copy to
people to nake use of the text in the RFCs in order to encourage
accurate and interoperabl e i nplenentations.

As early inplenentations fromlinternet-Drafts nmake use of
descriptions in those Internet-Drafts, simlar desires apply to
Internet-Drafts.

Simlar considerations also apply to non-standard, non-protoco
docunents such as BCP (Best Current Practice) and |Infornationa
documents; in this docunent, we reconmrend a conmon approach to the
i ssue of right-to-use licenses for all |ETF docunents.

Previ ous docunents regarding rights in | ETF docunments have incl uded
in the RFC text specific text to be used to achieve the stated goals.
This has proved problematic. Wen problens are found with such text,
even when the problemis not a change in intent, it is necessary to
revise the RFC to fix the problem At best, this delays fixing | ega
i ssues that need pronpt attention. As such, this docunent describes
the I ETF desires to the Trustees of the | ETF Trust, but does not
provide the specific |l egal wording to address the goals. The

sel ection, and updating as necessary, of legal wording is left to the
Trustees of the | ETF Trust. Appeals of the actions of the Trustees
of the IETF Trust are governed by other documents. As the Trustees
are the nmenbers of the 1 ACC, the appeal s procedure docunented in BCP
101 (currently [RFC4371]) is applicable.

3. Powers and Authority

As described in the introduction, and formally specified in

[ RFC5378], the legal authority for determ ning and granting users
rights to copy material in RFCs and other |ETF Contributions rests
with the Trustees for the | ETF Trust, which is nade up of the nenbers
of the IACC, as described in [RFC4071] and [ RFC4371]. This docunent
provi des guidance to that body, based on the rough consensus of the

| ETF. The Trustees of the I ETF Trust have the authority and
responsibility to deternmine the exact text insertions (or other
mechani sms), if any, needed in Internet-Drafts, RFCs, and all |ETF
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Contributions to neet these goals. The |ETF Trust License Policy is
available fromhttp://trustee.ietf.org/license-info.

The rough consensus described in this docunent reflects the agreenent
of the IETF as of the | ETF Last Call, and the Trustees of the I|IETF
Trust are to begin drafting license text and other materials to act
on these instructions upon | ESG approval of this docunment for RFC
publication. Changes to the | ETF docunentation, and docunent
policies thensel ves, take effect as determ ned by the Trustees of the
| ETF Trust.

Thi s docunent does not specify what rights the | ETF Trust receives
fromothers in | ETF Contributions. That is left to another docunent
([ RFC5378]). Wiile care has been taken by the working group in
devel opi ng this docunment, and care will be taken by the Trustees of
the I ETF Trust, to see that sufficient rights are granted to the | ETF
Trust in IETF Contributions, it is also the case that the Trust can
not grant rights it has not or does not receive, and it is expected
that policies will be inline with that fact. Similarly, the rights
granted for pre-existing documents can not be expanded unl ess the
hol ders of rights in those Contributions choose to grant expanded
rights. Nonetheless, to the degree it can, and without enbarking on
a massive effort, it is desirable if simlar rights to those

descri bed bel ow can be granted in ol der RFCs.

4. Recomended Grants of Right to Copy

The I ETF grants rights to copy and nodify parts of |ETF Contributions
in order to neet the objectives described earlier. As such

different circunstances and different parts of docunents may need
different grants. This section contains subsections for each such
different grant that is currently envisioned. Each section is

i ntended to describe a particular usage, to describe how that usage
is recogni zable, and to provide guidance to the Trustees of the | ETF
Trust as to what rights the IETF would like to see granted in that
circunstance and what limtations should be put on such granting.

These recomendati ons for outgoing rights are structured around the
assunptions docunented in [RFC5378]. Thus, this document is about
granting rights derived fromthose granted to the | ETF Trust. The
recomendat i ons bel ow are how those granted rights should in turn be
passed on to others using | ETF docunents in ways and for purposes
that fit with the goals of the I|ETF. This discussion is also
separate fromdiscussion of the rights the IETF itself requires in
docunments to do its job, as those are not "outbound" rights. It is
expected that the rights granted to the |ETF will be a superset of
those copying rights we wish to grant to others.
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4.1. Rights Ganted for Reproduction of RFCs

It has long been | ETF policy to encourage copying of RFCs in full.
This permits wi de dissemnation of the material, w thout risking |oss
of context or neaning. The IETF wishes to continue to pernit anyone
to make full copies and transl ations of RFCs.

4.2. Rights Ganted for Quoting from | ETF Contributions

There is rough consensus that it is useful to permt quoting wthout
nmodi fication of excerpts fromI|ETF Contributions. Such excerpts may
be of any length and in any context. Translation of quotations is
also to be permitted. Al such quotations should be attributed
properly to the IETF and the | ETF Contribution fromwhich they are

t aken.

4.3. Rights Ganted for Inplenenting Based on | ETF Contri butions

| ETF Contributions often include conponents intended to be directly
processed by a conputer. Exanples of these include ABNF definitions,
XML Schemas, XM. DTDs, XM. Rel axNG definitions, tables of values,

M Bs, ASN.1, and cl assical programm ng code. These are included in

| ETF Contributions for clarity and precision in specification. It is
clearly beneficial, when such itens are included in | ETF
Contributions, to pernit the inclusion of such code conponents in
products that inplenent the Contribution. 1t has been pointed out
that in several inportant contexts, use of such code requires the
ability to nodify the code. One conmon exanple of this is sinply the
need to adapt code for use in specific contexts (Ilanguages,

conpilers, tool systens, etc.) Such use frequently requires sone
changes to the text of the code fromthe IETF Contribution. Another
exanple is that code included in open source products is frequently
licensed to pernit any and all of the code to be nodified. Since we
want this code included in such products, it follows that we need to
permt such nodification. While there has been discussion of
restricting in some way the rights to make such nodifications, the
rough consensus of the IETF is that such restrictions are likely a
bad idea, and are certainly very conplex to define.

As such, the rough consensus is that the | ETF Trust is to grant
rights such that code conponents of |IETF Contributions can be
extracted, nodified, and used by anyone in any way desired. To
enabl e the broadest possible extraction, nodification, and usage, the
| ETF Trust shoul d avoid addi ng software |icense obligations beyond
those already present in a Contribution. The granted rights to
extract, nodify, and use code should allow creation of derived works
outside the IETF that may carry additional |icense obligations. As
the I ETF Trust can not grant rights it does not receive, the rights
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to extract, nodify, and use code described in this paragraph can not
be granted in | ETF Contributions that are explicitly marked as not
permitting derivative works.

VWhile it is up to the Trustees of the IETF Trust to determ ne the
best way of neeting this objective, two nmechani snms are suggested here
that are believed to be hel pful in docunmenting the intended grant to
readers and users of |ETF Contributions.

Firstly, the Trustees of the | ETF Trust should maintain, in a
suitabl e, easily accessible fashion, a list of common RFC conponents
that will be considered to be code. To start, this list should
include at least the itens |isted above. The Trustees of the |ETF
Trust will add to this list as they deemsuitable or as they are
directed by the | ETF.

Additionally, the Trustees of the I ETF Trust should define a textua
representation to be included in an | ETF Contribution to indicate
that a portion of the docunent is considered by the authors (and

| ater, the working group, and upon approval, the |IETF) to be code and
thus subject to the permi ssions granted to use code.

4.4. Rights Ganted for Use of Text from | ETF Contributions

There is no consensus at this tine to pernit the use of text from
RFCs in contexts where the right to nodify the text is required. The
authors of | ETF Contributions nay be able and willing to grant such
rights independently of the rights they have granted to the | ETF by
maki ng the Contri bution.

4.5, Additional Licenses for |ETF Contributions

There have been contexts where the material in an | ETF Contri bution
is also avail able under other |license terns. The | ETF wi shes to be
able to include content that is avail able under such licenses. It is
desirable to indicate in the | ETF Contribution that other |icenses
are available. It would be inappropriate and confusing if such
additional licenses restricted the rights the | ETF intends to grant
in the content of RFCS

However, the | ETF does not wish to have | ETF Contri buti ons contain

additional |icenses, as that introduces a nunber of additiona
difficulties. Specifically, additional text in the docunent, and any
additional license referred to by permitted additional text, nust not

in any way restrict the rights the IETF intends to grant to others
for using the contents of |ETF Contributions.
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7.

7.

1

2.

Authors of Contributions retain all rights in their Contributions.

As such, an author may directly grant any rights they wi sh separately
fromwhat the | ETF grants. However, a reader wi shing to deternine or
make use of such grants will need to either consult external sources

of information, possibly including open source code and documents, or
contact the author directly.

| ANA Consi der ati ons

No val ues are assigned in this docunment, no registries are created,
and there is no action assigned to the 1ANA by this docunent. One
list (of kinds of code sections) is anticipated, to be created and
mai ntai ned by the Trustees of the IETF Trust. It is up to the
Trustees of the | ETF Trust whether they create such a list and
whet her they choose to involve the ANA in maintaining that |ist.

Security Considerations

Thi s docunent introduces no new security considerations. It is a
process docunent about the IETF's IPR rights being granted to other
people. While there may be attacks against the integrity or

ef fecti veness of the | ETF processes, this docunent does not address
such i ssues.
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