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The "about" URI Schene
Abstract

Thi s docunent describes the "about" URI schene, which is w dely used
by Web browsers and sonme ot her applications to designate access to
their internal resources, such as settings, application infornmation
hi dden built-in functionality, and so on

Status of This Meno

This docunent is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
publ i shed for informational purposes.

This docunment is a product of the Internet Engi neering Task Force
(ITETF). It represents the consensus of the I ETF comunity. |t has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
Internet Engineering Steering Group (IESG. Not all docunents
approved by the | ESG are a candi date for any |evel of Internet

St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformation about the current status of this docunent, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it nmay be obtai ned at
http://ww. rfc-editor.org/infol/rfc6694.
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This docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunent. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunent. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunent nust
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1. Introduction

Thi s docunent describes the "about” Uniform Resource ldentifier (URl)
schene. The "about” URI schene is currently widely used by Wb
browsers to designhate access to their internal resources, such as
settings, application information, and so-called "Easter eggs" (i.e.
a hidden feature or joke in an application).

2. URI Schene Specification
2.1. URI Schene Syntax

The "about" URI syntactically conforns to the <about-uri> rule bel ow,
expressed using the Augnented Backus- Naur Form (ABNF) [ RFC5234]:

about -uri = "about:" about-token [ about-query ] [ about-fragnent ]
about -t oken = *pchar

about - query = "?" query

about -fragment = "#" fragnent

pchar = <as specified in RFC 3986, Appendix A>

query = <as specified in RFC 3986, Appendi x A>

fragment = <as specified in RFC 3986, Appendix A>
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2.2. URl Schene Senantics

The resource that is referenced by a particular "about" UR is
denoted by the <about-token> part of the URI. It is not a

hi erarchi cal element for a nam ng authority. The <about-query> part
specifies additional infornmation about its handling and/or the

i nformati on that should be returned by the resource referenced by
the URI.

It is inmpossible to specify a binding between all the possible tokens
and the semantics of "about” URIs that would contain such tokens.
Therefore, the resource referenced by the URl is generally considered
to be specific to a Web browser inplenentation

2.2.1. Well-Known "about" URIs

Some <about -t oken>s have been reserved, as the behavior of the
resource that is referenced is well-known (well-known tokens).

A wel | -known "about" URI is a URI that has a well-known token as its
<about-token> part. It is recommended that such URIs be handled in
accordance with the specification referenced in the "about" URI
Tokens registry (see Section 5.2).

Wl | -known "about"” URIs are intended to be registered when there is a
need to codify the behavior of a particular <about-token>.

2.3. Encodi ng Consi derations

"about" URIs are subject to encoding rules as defined in RFC 3986
[ RFC3986] .

3. "about: bl ank"
Thi s docunent defines one well-known token: "blank". The
"about: blank” URI refers to a resource represented in the browser by
a bl ank page.
4. Security Considerations
Security considerations for URIs are discussed in Section 7 of
RFC 3986 [ RFC3986]. However, nost of those provisions do not apply

to the "about" URI schene, as they are mainly scoped to schenes used
in the Internet.
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"about" URI's can sonetines refer to sensitive information, such as
user passwords stored in a cache, or paraneters that, if changed
could affect a user’s data. The application therefore needs to
ensure that the user’s data is secured and no threats are inposed by
"about” URIs.
5. | ANA Consi derati ons
5.1. URI Schene Registration
The "about” URI scheme has been registered in the "Permanent UR
Schenes" registry. The information below is provided according to
the guidelines from RFC 4395 [ RFC4395]:
URI schene nane: about
St at us: Per manent
URI schene syntax: See Section 2.1 of RFC 6694.
URI schene senantics: See Section 2.2 of RFC 6694.

URI schene encodi ng considerations: See Section 2.3 of RFC 6694.

Applications that use the scheme: "about" URIs are predom nantly
used by Web browsers

Security considerations: See Section 4 of RFC 6694.

Contact: | ETF Applications Area Directors
<app-ads@ool s.ietf.org>

Aut hor/ Change controller: |1ESG <iesg@etf.org> (on behalf of the
| ETF)

Ref erences: See Section 6 of RFC 6694.
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5.2. A Registry for Well-Known Tokens
Thi s docunent creates the '"about" URI Tokens' registry.
The registry entries consist of three fields: Token, Description, and

Ref erence. The Token field has to conformto <about-token>
production as defined in Section 2.1. The initial assignnent is as

fol | ows:

S e B TS +
| Token | Description | Reference

[ oot o e e e e e oo oo - S +
| bl ank | The about:blank URI references a | RFC 6694

| | blank page. | |
o e e oo e e e e e e e e e e aa - B +

5.2.1. Registration Procedure

The registration policy for this registry is "First Cone First
Served", as described in RFC 5226 [ RFC5226]. The registrant of the
t oken shoul d provide the information nentioned in the follow ng
regi stration tenpl ate:

0 Registered token: The desired well-known token to be used in
"about" URIs.

0 Intended usage: A short description of how "about" URIs with the
regi stered token are handl ed, including information about the
ref erenced resource.

o Contact/change controller: Person (including contact information)
aut hori zed to change this registration.

o0 Specification: A stable reference to a docunent that specifies
the registered "about” URI. The question of interoperability does
not arise. The key notivation is to have a reference to a
speci fication docunenti ng well -known behavi or of the "about" UR
in Wb browsers. As a rule of thumb, if the behavior is common to
two or nore Web browser inplenentations, it can be considered
wel I -known. An existing assignnent may be duplicated if the
regi stered token is used in nore than one Wb browser
i mpl enent ati on.
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The following is a tenplate for the "blank" token
0 Registered token: blank
0 Intended usage: The about:blank URI references a bl ank page.

o Contact/change controller: |1ESG <iesg@etf.org> (on behalf of the
| ETF) .

o Specification: RFC 6694
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