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Affirmati on of the Modern Paradi gm for Standards
Abstr act

On 29 August 2012, the | eaders of the |IEEE Standards Association, the
| AB, the I ETF, the Internet Society, and the WBC signed a statenent
affirmng the inportance of a jointly devel oped set of principles

est abli shing a nodern paradi gm for gl obal, open standards. These
princi pl es have becone known as the "QpenStand" principles. This
docunent contains the text of the affirnmation that was signed.

Status of This Meno

This docunment is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
published for infornational purposes.

This docunent is a product of the Internet Architecture Board (I|AB)
and represents information that the | AB has deenmed valuable to
provide for permanent record. It represents the consensus of the
Internet Architecture Board (1 AB). Docunents approved for
publication by the | AB are not a candidate for any |evel of Internet
St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformation about the current status of this docunent, any errata,

and how to provide feedback on it may be obtai ned at
http://ww. rfc-editor.org/info/rfc6852
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Copyright Notice

Copyright (c) 2013 I ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

This docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the I ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunment. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this document.

1. Introduction

On 29 August 2012, the | eaders of the | EEE Standards Association, the
| AB, the I ETF, the Internet Society, and the WBC signed a statenent
affirmng the inportance of a jointly devel oped set of principles
establ i shing a nodern paradi gmfor gl obal, open standards. These
princi pl es have becone known as the "QpenStand" principles.

Section 2 of this docunent describes the five OpenStand principles.
Section 3 of this docunent contains the text of the signed
affirmation of the five OpenStand principles. Section 4 contains a
call for others to support the five QpenStand principles

2. Mdern Paradi gm for Standards

Over the past several decades, the gl obal econony has realized a huge
bounty due to the Internet and the Wrld Wde Wb. These could not
have been possible w thout the innovations and standardi zati on of
many underlying technol ogies. This standardization occurred with
great speed and effectiveness only because of key characteristics of
a nodern gl obal standards paradigm The affirmati on bel ow
characterizes the principles that have led to this success as a neans
to ensure acceptance of standards activities that adhere to the
princi pl es.

We enbrace a nodern paradi gm for standards where the econom cs of
gl obal markets, fueled by technol ogi cal advancenents, drive globa
depl oynent of standards regardl ess of their formal status.

In this paradi gm standards support interoperability, foster gl oba
conpetition, are devel oped through an open participatory process, and
are voluntarily adopted globally. These voluntary standards serve as
bui |l di ng bl ocks for products and services targeted at neeting the
needs of the market and consumer, thereby driving innovation
Innovation in turn contributes to the creation of new markets and the
growt h and expansi on of existing nmarkets.
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Participation in the nodern paradi gm denands:

1. Cooperation. Respectful cooperation between standards
organi zati ons, whereby each respects the autonony, integrity,
processes, and intellectual property rules of the others.

2. Adherence to principles. Adherence to the five fundanental
principles of standards devel opnent:

* Due process. Decisions are made with equity and fairness anong

participants. No one party domi nates or gui des standards
devel opnent. Standards processes are transparent and

opportunities exist to appeal decisions. Processes for periodic

standards revi ew and updating are well defined.

* Broad consensus. Processes allow for all views to be consi dered
and addressed, such that agreenent can be found across a range

of interests.

* Transparency. Standards organi zations provide advance public

noti ce of proposed standards devel opnent activities, the scope

of work to be undertaken, and conditions for participation

Easily accessible records of decisions and the materials used in
reachi ng those decisions are provided. Public coment periods

are provided before final standards approval and adopti on.

* Bal ance. Standards activities are not exclusively dom nated by

any particul ar person, conpany or interest group.

* (penness. Standards processes are open to all interested and
i nforned parties

3. Collective empowernment. Conmitnent by affirnming standards

organi zations and their participants to collective enmpowernment by

striving for standards that:

* are chosen and defined based on technical nerit, as judged by
the contributed expertise of each participant;

* provide global interoperability, scalability, stability, and
resiliency;

* enabl e gl obal conpetition;
* serve as building blocks for further innovation; and

* contribute to the creation of global comunities, benefiting
humani ty.
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3.

4. Availability. Standards specifications are nade accessible to all
for inplenentati on and deploynent. Affirm ng standards
organi zati ons have defined procedures to devel op specifications
that can be inplemented under fair terms. G ven nmarket diversity,
fair terns may vary fromroyalty-free to fair, reasonable, and
non-di scrininatory terns (FRAND).

5. Voluntary adoption. Standards are voluntarily adopted and success
is determ ned by the market.

Affirmation

We enbrace a nodern paradi gm for standards where the econom cs of
gl obal markets, fueled by technol ogi cal advancenents, drive globa
depl oynent of standards regardl ess of their formal status.

In this paradi gm standards support interoperability, foster gl oba
conpetition, are devel oped through an open participatory process, and
are voluntarily adopted globally. These voluntary standards serve as
bui |l di ng bl ocks for products and services targeted at neeting the
needs of the market and consuner, thereby driving innovation

I nnovation in turn contributes to the creation of new markets and the
growt h and expansion of existing markets.

By signing this statenent, we affirmour support for and adherence to
t hese principl es.

Lynn St. Anour
Presi dent and CEO
I nternet Society

Russ Housl ey
Chair
I nternet Engi neering Task Force

Ber nard Aboba
Chair
Internet Architecture Board

Jeff Jaffe
CEO
WBC

Steve MIIs
Pr esi dent
| EEE St andards Associ ati on
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4, Call for Endorsenent

We invite other standards organi zations, governments, corporations
and technol ogy i nnovators globally to support these principles. You
can publicly show your support at <http://ww. open-stand. org>.

5. Security Considerations

Not hing in this document directly affects the security of the
I nt ernet.

6. | AB Menbers at Tine of Approval

Internet Architecture Board Menbers at the tine this docunent was
approved were:

Ber nard Aboba
Jari Arkko

Mar ¢ Bl anchet
Ross Cal | on

Al'i ssa Cooper
Spencer Dawki ns
Joel Hal pern
Russ Housl ey
Davi d Kessens
Danny McPherson
Jon Peterson
Dave Thal er
Hannes Tschof eni g

Aut hors’ Addr esses

Russ Housl ey
EMai | : housl ey@igil sec. com

Steve MIls
EMail: s.nmlls@eee.org

Jeff Jaffe
EMail: jeff@B3.org

Ber nard Aboba
EMai | : bernard_aboba@ot nai |l . com

Lynn St. Anour
EMai | : st.amour @soc. org
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