Two statements by Lincoln

Address delivered at the dedication of the cemetery at Gettysburg.

November 19, 1863.

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation
so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper
that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not hal-
low —this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated
it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long re-
member what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve
that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom —and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall
not perish from the earth.

— Abraham Lincoln

Executive Mansion,

Washington, Nov. 21, 1864.

Dear Madam,

I have been shown in the files of the War Department a statement of the Adjutant
General of Massachusetts that you are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously
on the field of battle.

I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine which should attempt to
beguile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering
to you the consolation that may be found in the thanks of the Republic they died to save.

I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your bereavement, and
leave you only the cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that
must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of Freedom.

Yours, very sincerely and respectfully,

A. Lincoln.

Mrs. [Lydia Parker] Bixby.

[Boston, MA]



Some sound advice from Marcus Aurelius’s T& Tp0oG ceavToV.

‘O 1l mote TOLTO elyL, oaQKIa €0TL KAl TIVELVHATIOV KAl TO 1YEUOVIKOV. TWV UEV
oaQKlWV KaTtaEOvNn ooV AVOQOG Kal 0O0TAQLX KAl KQOKVQAVTOG, €K VEVQWYV, PAeBiwy,
AQTNOWWV MAeyHdTIOV. Oféaoat d¢ Kkal TO TMVELUA OTOLOV Ti €0TLV' AVEHOG, OVOE del
T0 VT, AAAX TTAONG WEAC €EEUOVUEVOV KAl TTAALY QOPOVUEVOV. TELTOV 0DV €07TL TO
NYeHOVIKOV. d@ec T BifAia’ uniétt omw’ oL dédotat. AAA wg 1dN amoBvijokwv @dE
Ervor)On T YéQwV el UNKETL TOUTO €A0T)G dOVAEDOAL, UNKETLKAO OQUTV AKOLV@VNTOV
VELEOOTIAOTNONVAL UNKETL TO ElHAQUEVOV T) TAQOV duoxepaval 1) péAAov Dmdéodat

Ta twv Oewv mpovolag HeoTd. T TG TUXNS OVK AVEL PUOEWS T) OLYKAWOEWS KAt
ETUTIAOKNG TWV TIEOVOLX DIOKOVHEVWYV. TTAVTA EkelDeV Qel” MEOTETTL dOE TO AVAYKALOV
Kat 10 T 0Aw KOOUW OVUPEQOV, O HEQOG el. TaVTL 0¢ PUOEWS Hépet dyadov, O pépet
1 ToL 6Aov PLOIS kal O éxkelvng €0Tl CwoTikOV. owlovot d¢ KOOHUOV, WOTEQ Al TWV
oTolxelwVv, 0UTWE KAl Al TWV OLYKQUUATWV HeTaPoAal. TavTd oot dpkeitw del 60y pata
Eotw. TN O& Twv BIfAiwy diav piov, iva un yoyyvlwv anobavie, aAlda ilewc dAnOwc

vy \

Kal aro kapdlag evxapiotog toic Oeolc.

In case that was all Greek to you, then rather read:

Kuo aitn Mu ¢unduHe ectac, M1 KOHCUCTaC Ae KapHO, Aa CIMPO Kall Aa aHUMO.
Qopjemy euarn Aubpotn. He ecTy aucrpaTa - TMO He ecrac Ilepmecarta; ce/, Kasal BU
AM MopTac, abomeHny aa KapHoH. GU ecTac HEeHMO KPOM CaHIO, OCTETOll Kail PeTo Je
HEPBOI, apTepUON Kall BeIHOIL. HpMHeHcy aHkKau aa crimpoH. Kma marepno ecrac gM?
Aepo, kiy He uaM ecTac 4a cama, ce AyM YHY MOMEHTO ecTac BoMara Kail MHCIIMparTa.
Ao aa TpuaH aTeHTUTy, 4a aHMMOH. Komipeny, ke Bu ecrac oagyao. Exae HyH Bu Hex
aaaacy, ke Bia aHuMo ¢gapugac cAaBoH, HeK aaaacy, Ke BI KallTugac Ae KOHTpatlicolyan
aTaKoil, HeK cy(epy JAe BMa UMPILYMCTaHIIapO HeK TUMY /a eCTOHTEeLIOH.

Kno aesenac ae aa anoit, maenac » mposuaeHno. Kno gesenac ge SaHI1o ectac mapro
Ae HaTypo Kall MHTepTeKcaTac KyH THUOM, KON AeBeHac Ae IpOBUAeHIIO0. /e IpoBuAeHII0
dayac éwoit. Cnoii exaucTac Mpo yTUAO Kait Ipo THO, Ke U ecTac Tiaeit GoHa Top 4a
YHUBEpco, Ae K1y BU ectac naprto. Kmuo ecrac 6oHa mop aa Tyra yHUBepco, Kail KO
cyOTeHac Aa HaTypoOH Je JAa YHUBepCO, aHKal ecrac OOHa IIOp HapTo Je Aa YHUBEpPCO.
Ecmy xonmenma xyn muyu maxcumou. Ced Cecy coudu nop Aubpoii nop ke 6u aréery Mopmon

He MYpMYpaHine ced eepe, mpaHKeuie Kau daHkeme ar Aa OUOtl eA 8Ua AHUMO.



