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Some (hservations on | nplenmentations
of the Post Ofice Protocol (POP3)

Status of this Meno

This neno provides information for the Internet conmunity. This meno
does not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of
this meno is unlimnted.

Cbservati ons

Sonetinmes an inplenmentation is nmistaken for a standard. POP3 servers
and clients are no exception. The wi dely-used UCB POP3 server,
popper, which has been further devel oped by Qual comm always has
additional information following the status indicator. So, the
status indicator always has a space following it. Two POP3 clients
have been observed to expect that space, and fail when it has not
been found. The RFC does not require the space, hence this neno.
These clients are the freely copyable Unix "popclient" and the
proprietary "net App Systens Internet Series". The authors of both of
these have been contacted, and new rel eases will not expect the
space, but ol d versions should be supported.

In addition, two popular clients require optional parts of the RFC
Net scape requires U DL, and Eudora requires TOP

The optional APOP authentication conmand has not achi eved wi de
penetration yet. Newer versions of the Qual conm POP server inpl enent
it. Known client inplenentations of APOP include GNU Enmacs VM cli ent
and Eudora Lite and Eudora Pro.

Security Considerations
Security issues are not discussed in this neno.
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